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INTRODUCTION 
This full Permaculture Design Certificate (PDC) is accredited by the Permaculture Association of 
Britain. The PDC develops an understanding of permaculture ethics, principles, design processes 
and implementation techniques. Completion of the full PDC provides recognition as a Permaculture 
Designer, and enables you to go on to study for the Diploma in Applied Permaculture Design. 
 
This is a taught, online course running over 6 weekends. In addition to the online classroom, there will 
be a number of projects to complete in your own time, both on your own and in groups. 
 
An accessible PDC 
The Covid-19 lockdown has meant everyone has had to adapt to how they live and work, creatively 
responding to change. During our most recent PDC (January - May 2020) we had to adapt our 
in-person, face-to-face course, moving the last 3 modules online. We weren’t sure at first how it would 
work out, but we were delighted with how the modifications went and by the positive feedback from the 
student group.  

NonStuff Industries is committed to make permaculture more accessible to everyone. Along with a 
flexible scale of fees, we hope that holding the course online will allow more people to join us: the 
teaching team are based around Edinburgh (Scotland), but students from any region or country are 
invited to join us.

 

DATES, TIMES 
 
Module 1 - September 12 & 13  
9.45am - 3pm both days and small projects / homework 
 
Module 2 - September 26 & 27  
9.45am - 3pm both days and small projects / homework 
 
Module 3 - October 10 & 11 
9.45am - 3pm both days and small projects / homework 
 
Module 4 - October 24 & 25 
9.45am - 3pm both days and small projects / homework 
 
Module 5 - November 7 & 8 
9.45am - 3pm both days & larger project in groups 
 
Module 6 - November 21 & 22 
9.45am - 5pm (note the later finish on both days)  



 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
The PDC runs over 6 weekends. Each weekend forms one of the 6 modules which cover the core 
curriculum of topics on the Permaculture Association certified PDC. 
 
This is a taught, online course using Zoom as the classroom platform. Participants will be given 
practical projects to complete between modules, and there will be links to videos and reading for 
personal study following each weekend. 
 
We welcome people of all levels of experience and backgrounds. Online classes are relaxed, fun and 
interactive, with a good mix of information sessions using various media, creative project work and 
participatory ideas exchange. There will be guided practical projects and nature observation activities 
between modules. 
 
TOPIC AREAS 
 
Module 1 topics include: 
What is Permaculture? 
Ethics & Principles 
Learning from Nature 
Design Process 
Zones and Sectors 
Input-Output Analysis 
 
Module 2 topics include: 
Observation tools 
Mapping 
Patterns in nature 
Climate and micro-climates 
Trees 
 
Module 3 topics include: 
Soil topics 
Design examples 
Permaculture and organic gardening 

Module 4 topics include: 
Social systems/contexts 
Built environment 
Resource choices 
Money 
Ecological footprint 
 
Module 5 topics include: 
Water topics 
The Simplest Design Process 
Design Tools 
GIMP tutorial 
Virtual site tours 
 
Module 6 topics include: 
Final design project work 
Your design presentations 
Next steps on your Permaculture journey 
Virtual award ceremony 

Forest Gardening 
 
To be awarded the PDC certificate you must attend minimum 80% of the course and complete the 
final design project. 
 
CAN I TAKE THE INTRODUCTION COURSE (Module 1) ONLY? 
Yes. The first weekend (Module 1) can be taken as a stand-alone Introduction course. Participants 
signing up for the Intro weekend can join a future NonStuff PDC from Module 2 (ask us about the 
pro-rata discount for the subsequent PDC). Note - places are limited for Introduction-only and priority 
will be given to those attending the full PDC. 
 
  



MEET THE TEAM 
Set up by James Chapman, NonStuff Industries has been running permaculture courses for 11 years, 
and former students have gone on to run their own smallholdings and food businesses, create 
gardens, build houses, and some have come back to help teach on the course.  
 
Edinburgh and Beyond Online PDC 2020 is led by James Chapman. There will also be feature 
sessions with guest teachers - practitioners, designers and specialists in their area. 
 

James Chapman completed his PDC in 2008, his Diploma in Applied 
Permaculture in 2010, and set up NonStuff Industries shortly after. James has 
many years’ experience living with and applying permaculture principles and 
ethics. He’s lived in a self-sufficient community, managed woodlands, 
built sustainable timber frame structures, managed social enterprises and 
organised events. James has also worked as a consultant, designing large and 
complex projects and community businesses. 
In 2016 James and his family purchased a 7 acre mixed site at Leadburn, 10 
miles south of Edinburgh, which is evolving into a permaculture demonstration 
site. They currently live in a self-built tiny house and are making plans to build a 
more substantial dwelling. James is a keen promoter of living and working 
towards a sustainable and regenerative future, and is one of Scotland’s busiest 
permaculture teachers and Diploma tutors. 

 
James will be joined by other NonStuff teachers for various sessions: 
 
Nenya Milne started teaching permaculture and Forest Gardening in 2015, 
having completed her PDC in 2012 and a Permaculture Educators’ course in 
2014. Nenya’s greatest passion is plants, and she particularly enjoys unusual 
edibles, perennial vegetables and edimentals, as well as edible and medicinal 
‘weeds’ and fungi. Nenya works as a gardener, permaculture designer and 
consultant. She leads foraging and plant ID walks, and workshops from 
composting to making botanical cosmetics. 

 
Carole Egner is a permaculture practitioner, teacher, market gardener and 
research scientist. She lives in Aberdour with her husband and son where she is 
currently developing a 5 acre permaculture demonstration site, including a market 
garden, forest garden and ecological research centre.  
 
Jenny Smith is a permaculture designer and experienced 
organic gardener based in Edinburgh. Her background is in 
education, having worked overseas, in Scottish colleges and 

on primary school Outdoor Learning projects. She leads a range of sustainability 
workshops for children and adults. 
 
  



FEES 
The course fees are on a sliding scale depending on your financial situation. The household incomes 
listed are intended as a guide; if you have savings or investments but a low income, please increase 
your fee accordingly. 
 
Please note, the figures are combined household income, so if you earn ￡20,000 and your partner 
earns ￡10,0000 you have a combined income of £30,000. The lower fees are subsidised by NonStuff 
and we rely on higher fees to be able to offer these. 
 
Household income / year Course fee - Full PDC Intro weekend only 
Benefits or unemployed £240 £35 
Low waged - under ￡15,000 £405 £60 
￡15,000 to ￡30,000 £560 £90 
Over £30,000 or ... 
paying with grant money or ... 
attending as work-based training. 

£670   £105 

 
Paying a deposit (full PDC only) 
You can either pay the whole course fee immediately or pay a deposit of £50. We request the 
outstanding fees by 1 September. 
 
Paying by instalments  
You can request to pay in instalments. Please pay the deposit and then we will work out 3 equal 
payments to be paid over 3 months, September - November. There is an additional 10% admin fee for 
this option.  
 
Bursary 
If you are keen to attend the PDC but find even the lowest fees prohibitively high, we may be able to 
offer a bursary place. Please contact us to discuss contact.nonstuff@gmail.com. 
 
Paying using grant funding 
Those paying using grant money or as part of work-based training can request an invoice for the full 
fees. Email us contact.nonstuff@gmail.com. 
 
What’s included in the fees? 

• Tuition includes many embedded activities; links to materials and a wide range of reading, 
videos and additional online content for further personal study. 

• Fees include Permaculture Association certification and 1 year PA membership (full PDC only). 
 

BOOKING 
To book your place… 
 
1. Fill in the online booking form 
2. Read our cancellation policy before you make your payment 
3. Make the deposit or fee payment  
4. We’ll email you to confirm your booking, welcome you and give more information. 
 
 

mailto:contact.nonstuff@gmail.com
mailto:contact.nonstuff@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4nkuaTiegMnWl2-jsaNz1UNGGe3TOTlSphVkyFqyMlhBFTA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://nonstuffuk.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/cancellation-policy.pdf


 
Bank transfer details: 
Acc name - NonStuff Industries CIC 
Sort code - 16 58 10 
Acc no.- 21118841 
Bank - Triodos 
 
Please include your name as reference in the transfer so that we can identify your payment. Contact 
us to discuss payment via another method e.g. cheque. 
 
CONTACTS AND LINKS 
You can email us with course enquiries - we’re happy to answer all your questions, or just say Hello! 
contact.nonstuff@gmail.com 
 
Other links: 
Permaculture Association UK www.permaculture.org.uk 

Permaculture Scotland www.scotland.permaculture.org.uk 

Permaculture magazine www.permaculture.co.uk 
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